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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. Claim 1 is vague and indefinite because it is unclear what is 
the procedure to retrieve from the metrics database. It is also unclear based on what 
conditions in order to determine the subset of unique tags from the set of tags. 

3. Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. Claim 1 1 is vague and indefinite because it fails to point out 
how to initiate a procedure to retrieve from the metrics database. It is also unclear how 
to combine like additive attributes from the set of additive attributes to produce a set of 
group attributes. 

4. Claims 12, 18, and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. Claims 12, 18, and 29 are vague and 
indefinite because it is unclear how to determine a subset of unique tags from the set of 
tags. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 1-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Robertson et al. (U.S. 6,594,799), hereinafter "Robertson". 



Robertson teaches claims: 



1. A method of accessing metrics data comprising: 

providing a metrics database (238) comprising metrics data that describes 

characteristics of a software product; 

receiving a query (col. 10, lines 45-50); and 

initiating a procedure to retrieve from the metrics database a set of tags and to 
determine a subset of unique tags from the set of tags based on a condition, (col. 13, 
lines 18-45; also see "portal site" 240 and method steps of fig. 9) 



2. The method of claim 1 wherein the determination of a subset of unique tags 
comprises: determining a set of unique identification attributes from the set of tags; 
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calculating a set of combinations from the set of unique identification attributes; and 
selecting a subset of the set of combinations wherein each one of the subset of 
combinations matches a one of the set of tags, (method steps of fig.9) 

3. The method of claim 1 wherein the initiated procedure retrieves from the metrics 
database a set of additive attributes associated with each one of the set of tags. 

4. The method of claim 3 wherein the initiated procedure combines like additive 
attributes from the set of additive attributes associated with each one of the subset of 
unique tags to provide a set of totaled attributes for the one unique tag. (col. 13, lines 18- 
45; also see "portal site" 240 and method steps of fig.9) 

5. The method of claim 4 wherein the initiated procedure selects an output set of data 
from the subset of unique tags and the set of totaled attributes in accordance with a set 
of parameters included in the query, (col. 13, lines 18-45; also see "portal site" 240 and 
method steps of fig.9) 

6. The method of claim 5 wherein the initiated procedure sorts the output set in 
accordance with the set of parameters, (claim 1 ) 

7. The method of claim 4 wherein the initiated procedure calculates a set of derived 
attributes from the set of totaled attributes for the one unique tag. (col. 13, lines 18-45) 
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8. The method of claim 7 wherein the derived attributes are calculated using a derived 
attribute definition received in a prior query, (col. 13, lines 18-45) 

9. The method of claim 7 wherein the initiated procedure selects an output set of data 
from the subset of unique tags, the set of totaled attributes and the set of derived 
attributes in accordance with a set of parameters included in the query, (col. 16, Iine37- 
col.18, line 16) 

10. The method of claim 9 wherein the initiated procedure sorts the output set in 
accordance with the set of parameters. (203, 205, 29) 

1 1 . A method of grouping metrics data in a metrics database comprising: providing a 
metrics database comprising metrics data that describes characteristics of a software 
product; receiving a query; initiating a procedure to retrieve from the metrics database a 
set of tags and a set of additive attributes associated with the set of tags, to combine 
like additive attributes from the set of additive attributes to produce a set of group 
attributes, and to assign a group tag to the set of group attributes, (col. 10, lines 45-50; 
col. 13, lines 18-45; also see "portal site" 240) 

12. A memory for storing data configured for processing by an interface module being 
executed on a computer system, comprising: a set of tag identifiers; and a command for 
accessing a set of metrics data wherein, upon reading the command, the interface 
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module initiates a get module to retrieve from a metrics database a set of tags 
corresponding to the set of tag identifiers and to determine a subset of unique tags from 
the set of tags based on a condition, (col. 10, lines 45-50; col. 13, lines 18-45; also see 
"portal site" 240) 

13. The memory of claim 12 further comprising a set of additive attribute identifiers 
associated with each one of the set of tags, wherein the get module retrieves a set of 
additive attributes corresponding to the set of additive attribute identifiers and combines 
like additive attributes from the set of additive attributes associated with each one of the 
subset of unique tags to provide a set of totaled attributes for the one unique tag. (see 
fig. 1 0, "After the user selects the design expert resource, a list of different design expert 
categories is then retrieved at the portal site 204 from the catalog database 246, and transmitted 
to and displayed at the user system 220. Examples of such categories may include, for example, 
codified knowledge, custom response, live response, and design outsourcing. In step 1003, the 
user selects an expert design assistance category, or alternatively, searches for an expert design 
assistance category or a particular expert with certain attributes, using a standard search tool 
providing by the design console client software 228.") 

14. The memory of claim 13 further comprising a set of derived attribute identifiers, 
wherein the get module calculates a set of derived attributes from the set of totaled 
attributes based on a set of derived attribute definitions associated with the set of 
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derived attribute identifiers, (col. 13, lines 18-45; also see "portal site" 240 and method 
steps of fig. 9) I 

15. The memory of claim 13 further comprising a set of parameters, wherein the get 
module selects an output set of the set of tags and the set of additive attributes in 
accordance with the set of parameters, (col. 13, lines 18-45; also see "portal site" 240 
and method steps of fig.9) 

16. The memory of claim 14 further comprising a set of parameters wherein the get 
module selects an output set of the set of tags, the set of additive attributes, and the set 
of derived attributes in accordance with the set of parameters, (col. 13, lines 18-45; also 
see "portal site" 240 and method steps of fig.9) 

17. A memory for storing data configured for processing by an interface module being 
executed on a computer system, comprising: a group tag; a set of tag identifiers; and a 
command for grouping a set of metrics data wherein, upon reading the command, the 
interface module initiates a grouping module for: retrieving a set of tags corresponding 
to the set of tag identifier; retrieving a set of additive attributes associated with the set of 
tags; combining like additive attributes from the set of additive attributes to produce a 
set of group attributes, and assigning the group tag to the set of group attributes. 

(col. 10, lines 45-50; col. 13, lines 18-45; also see "portal site" 240) 
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18. A system for interfacing with a metrics database comprising: a central processing 
unit (236); and an interface module configured for execution by the central processing 
unit, the interface module comprising instructions for: receiving a query from an 
application program; initiating a get module in response to the query, the get module 
comprising instructions for: retrieving from the metrics database a set of tags; and 
determining a subset of unique tags from the set of unique tags based on a condition. 
(col.10, lines 45-50; col. 13, lines 18-45; also see "portal site" 240) 

19. The system of claim 18 wherein the get module further comprises instructions for: 
determining a set of unique identification attributes from the set of tags; calculating a set 
of combinations from the set of unique identification attributes; and selecting a subset of 
the set of combinations wherein each one of the subset of combinations matches a one 
of the set of tags, (claims 6,7) 

20. The system of claim 18 wherein the get module further comprises instructions for 
retrieving from the metrics database a set of additive attributes associated with each 
one of the set of tags, (col.10, lines 45-50; col. 13, lines 18-45) 

21 . The system of claim 20 wherein the get module further comprises instructions for 
combining like additive attributes from the set of additive attributes associated with each 
one of the subset of unique tags to provide a set of totaled attributes for the one unique 
tag. (col.10, lines 45-50; col. 13, lines 18-45) 
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22. The system of claim 21 wherein the get module further comprises instructions for 
selecting an output set of metrics data from the subset of unique tags and the set of 
totaled attributes in accordance with a set of parameters included in the query, (col. 10, 
lines 45-50; col. 13, lines 18-45) 

23. The system of claim 22 wherein the get module further comprises instructions for 
sorting the output set in accordance with the set of parameters, (col. 10, lines 45-50; 
col. 13, lines 18-45) 

24. The system of claim 21 wherein the get module further comprises instructions for 
calculating a set of derived attributes from the set of totaled attributes for the one unique 
tag. (col. 10, lines 45-50; col. 13, lines 18-45) 

25. The system of claim 24 wherein the get module further comprises instructions for 
calculating the set of derived attributes using a derived attribute definition, (col. 10, lines 
45-50; col. 13, lines 18-45) 

26. The system of claim 24 wherein the get module further comprises instructions for 
selecting an output set of data from the subset of unique tags, the set of totaled 
attributes and the set of derived attributes in accordance with a set of parameters 
included in the query, (col. 10, lines 45-50; col.13, lines 18-45) 



I 
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27. The system of claim 26 wherein the get module further comprises instructions for 
sorting the output set in accordance with the set of parameters, (col. 10, lines 45-50; 
col. 13, lines 18-45) 

28. A system for interfacing with a metrics database comprising: a central processing 
unit; and an interface module, configured for execution by the central processing unit, 
the interface module comprising instructions for: receiving a query from an application 
program; and initiating a grouping module in response to the query, the grouping 
module comprising instructions for: retrieving from the metrics database a set of tags 
and a set of additive attributes associated with the set of tags in response to the query; 
combining like additive attributes from the set of additive attributes to produce a set of 
group attributes; and assigning a group tag to the set of group attributes, (col. 10, lines 
45-50; col. 13, lines 18-45; also see "portal site" 240) 

29. A computer program product for use in conjunction with a computer system, the 
computer program product comprising a computer readable storage medium and a 
computer program mechanism embedded therein, the computer program mechanism 
comprising: an interface module comprising instructions for receiving a query; and a get 
module comprising instructions for: retrieving from a metrics database a set of tags; and 
determining a subset of unique tags from the set of tags based on a condition, (col. 10, 
lines 45-50; col. 13, lines 18-45; also see "portal site" 240) 
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Claims 30-38 are similarly rejected as in claims 1-28 

39. A computer program product for use in conjunction with a computer system, the 
computer program product comprising a computer readable storage medium and a 
computer program mechanism embedded therein, the computer program mechanism 
comprising: an interface module comprising instructions for receiving a query; a 
grouping module comprising instructions for: retrieving from a metrics database a set of 
tags and a set of additive attributes associated with the set of tags in response to a 
query; adding together like additive attributes from the set of additive attributes to 
produce a set of group attributes; and assigning a group tag to the set of group 
attributes, (col. 10, lines 45-50; col. 13, lines 18-45; also see "portal site" 240) 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-39 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeffrey C. Pwu whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6798. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Wiley can be reached on 571-272-3923. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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